4                      GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

4,230,000; Baroda State 1,867,000.x The above division
will also show how a compact country has been politically
cut up, part being British India, and the rest parcelled
out among several Indian states. Gujarata, off and on in
the past, was a political and administrative unit. That
it should be a unit appears undoubtedly an extremely
desirable goal. But for the present, the Gujaratis have
to rest content with the unity that runs only through their
life and culture. Like many other provinces of India dis-
tinguished by the dominance of a single language, Guja-
rata is an independent social and cultural entity. Each of
such provinces possesses a common stock of thoughts,
feelings and ideals set working by the early Aryans in
India and acquired and transmitted during the course of
history peculiar to itself. These provinces even now
employ, as they did in the past, the structure, wealth and
tradition of Samskrta for their fuller literary expression,
throb with common ideals and cherish a common will.
Thus, India has for centuries realized what to many
nations is yet a dream: a fundamental national and
cultural unity expressing itself through the diversity of
independent and free provincial life and literature. These
provinces have, through centuries, waged an unceasing war
against the centrifugal forces tending to disrupt this unity,
and in spite of apparent divergencies, the history of
their literature stands out as a triumphant assertion of
the unity of India.

Ill

The nature of the life and literature of a country
depends mainly upon its geographical peculiarities, the
economic factors which create or develop common interests
and aptitudes among its inhabitants, and the cultural influ-
ences which glisten through the fabric of the political and
religious institutions giving them a living unity. These

1. These figures are based on the Census of 1921. The Census of 1931
was largely boycotted by the Gujaratis on account of the Civil Disobedience
Movement, and does not form a reliable guide. It would however be a fair
estimate to allow at least a 10% of increase in the population within the last
decade.